
 
 
 

Stop Drop and Pray 

 
God continues to be so faithful to our 

BCS community!  We invite you to pray 

alongside us this year.   Our students 

and teachers pray in their classrooms. 

All of you are invited to join for prayer 

in the Music Room on Thursdays at 

11am.   You could ‘popcorn’ a prayer 

where you are or share a prayer with a 

friend.  We are passionate about HIS 

guidance through this coming year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                

                                Welcome Back!               
 September 5, 2017 

  

Calendar of Events 

Tues. Sept 5 Full Time K-8 

Wed. Sept 6 Part Time K first day 

Fri. Sept 8 Kick-Off BBQ 

Sept. 8-29 Chocolate Sales 

Fri. Sept 22 PD Day 

Wed. Oct 4 Picture Day 

Fri. Oct 6 Thanksgiving Assembly 

Mon. Oct 9 Thanksgiving Day 

Fri. Oct 20 Grandparent’s Day 

Oct. 26-27 Edifide Convention 

 

  

A Glimpse into Student Life 

Welcome to a new school year!  Our staff have been working hard, 

getting ready for the return of our students.  We are probably just as 

excited to see them as they are to come back to school.  There is a 

sea of new backpacks, shoes, and school supplies in each classroom.  

The start of a new year has many feelings of excitement and 

nervousness.  Please pray for us all, as we begin a new adventure!  

We are anticipating a great year together.   

 

We want to warmly welcome our new families: 

Lilliana & Adrian DeGroot- Naomi (JK) 

Megan & Justin Irvine- Mila (JK) 

Sherry & Neil Diamond- Nathan (SK) 

Britany & Aaron Peterson- Kaiden (SK) 

Melissa & Luke Tuckey- Kian (SK) 

Katrina and Marc Henshaw- Kate (2) 

Amy & Jeremy Henderson- Lydia (2) 

Christine & Carlo Petracca- Athena (3), Isabella (5), Sophia (8) 

Lori Ann & Brad Thompson- Abigail (3), Jesse (5)  

 

We pray that you will quickly find yourselves well planted in the BCS 

community!  We are looking forward to getting to know you and your 

children. 

 

Our theme this year is, “Living a Life of Love” based on Matthew 22: 

37-40.  Together we will explore what it means to love the Lord with 

all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength and to love our neighbour as 

ourself.   

 

We will be using: 

 

J- Jesus 

O- Others 

Y- You 

 

As we unpack 1 Cor. 13 together, we will see how Jesus modeled each 

attribute of love and how we are called to follow His example in 

showing love for our neighbours and ourselves. 

J-O-Y gives us a great example of the order in which love happens.  

First we love Jesus, who in turn works in our hearts so that we are 

able to love others and ourselves as He commands us to. 

 

We are anticipating a wonderful year together! 

 



 
 
 

  

What’s Happening at BCS 

Community News 

 Grief Support for those who have 

experienced the death of a loved 

one: If you are grieving the loss 

of a loved one and would like help 

and encouragement in the journey 

of grieving, you are very 

welcome to attend our next cycle 

of GriefShare. Many who have 

already completed a cycle have 

said that GriefShare has been of 

great help to them. Caring and 

experienced leaders help 

facilitate sessions which include 

Bible-based, Christ-centred 

videos, and times of discussion 

and sharing. A workbook helps 

you move towards healing and 

growth in your journey through 

grief and beyond. 

Venue: Maranatha Church, 100 

College St. W., 

For more information contact: 

Maranatha Church at 

info@maranatha-church.com, or 

call 613-962-2062 ext 200 or 

Ken VanSchelven 

kwvans@gmail.com or 613-779-

1253. 

The next session will be on 

Wednesday morning from 10-12, 

starting on September 6 until 

November 29. The cost is $20, 

but there is sponsorship available 

for those who can’t afford this. 

 GUITAR & PIANO LESSONS  

Guitar lessons may be offered 

MON mornings provided there is 

sufficient interest.  Contact Mr. J. 

Hall:  mrjordan55@hotmail.com   

Individual piano lessons are 

available TUES-THURS Contact 

Mrs. T. Petrusma:  

teresa.petrusma28@gmail.com .  

Having music lessons at school is 

a privilege.  School work and 

activities remain a priority.  We 

welcome your inquiries. 

 

 

 
 

After School Program 

The After School Program will begin on Monday, September 11
th
. If you 

would like to register your children, please call the office before 2:00 on 

the day you plan to send them. The program runs from 3:30 – 5:30 

Monday to Friday. A calendar will be coming home today with 

September’s schedule. We would like to welcome Jenn McCann to BCS 

as our new After School Coordinator! 

 

Fun Afternoon: 
On Friday afternoon our school will be 

spending the afternoon playing games and 

getting to know one another.  We would 

like to invite you to come out and enjoy the 

fun too!  The afternoon fun will begin at 

1:00.  If you would like to have some fun 

with us, come on out!!! 

 

Annual BCS Kick-Off BBQ 

Friday, September 8th is our annual Kick-off BBQ.  We will have an 

Open House from 5:30 - 6:00pm.  This is a time for your children to 

show you their new classroom and desks and also a time to meet 

their teachers.  At 6 pm, we will be closing the classroom doors and 

beginning the BBQ with a brief devotion time.  Please come and 

bring your family, including your children who don’t attend BCS.  It 

is a great time to reconnect and meet our new staff and families. We 

are asking families with last names from A-J to bring a dessert and 

families with last names from K-Z to bring a salad. Don’t forget your 

lawn chairs! 

 

Gift Card Program 

The Gift Card program is an easy way for BCS to raise funds while you 

do your regular shopping.  Card sales give approximately 5% of the card 

value to the school.  Samantha Kay is willing to run this fundraiser 

program this year! Thank you Sam! Forms are going home this week. 

The first order will be going in September 15
th
. 

 

mailto:info@maranatha-church.com
mailto:kwvans@gmail.com
mailto:mrjordan55@hotmail.com
mailto:teresa.petrusma28@gmail.com


 
 
 

 

  What’s Happening at BCS 

Transportation 

As always, bussing during the first week of school can be a little 

challenging.  New routes are being figured out with new bus drivers, 

times are adjusted and the construction around town will also have an 

effect on our bussing times.  We ask that you be patient as we sort out 

the little hurdles.  It is also very important that your children are on the 

bus this week so that we can ensure that the timing of the busses is 

accurate.  A Transportation Policy Code of Conduct is attached to the 

Fridge Door.  Please review this information with your children and 

return the signed form to the school office.  Please make sure your child 

understands the assigned seat is the only seat they may sit in for the bus 

ride. 

ANY changes to your child’s regular transportation routine, including 

exiting at a stop which is not the normal family stop, must be 

communicated to the office by note, email, or phone call by 2 pm for the 

safety of the children! 

Please inform the office of regular weekly or daily alterations to your 

child’s normal bussing routine. For example: a regular Tuesday pick up by 

a grandparent. 

If you have any concerns about bussing, please direct your concerns to 

Mrs. Roeper and she will do her best to assist you. 

 

Tuition Forms 

Tuition payment cheques and 

Automatic Withdrawal forms are 

now due at the office. Please contact 

the office if you are unsure of the 

amount of your payments due on the 

1
st
 or 15

th
 of the month.  Thank you. 

 

Morning Snack 

This year at B.C.S. we will 

continue to implement 

"healthy snack" time.  We 

are encouraging families to 

send healthy snacks for our 

snack break at morning 

recess.   

 

 

Student Life Calendar 

The September Student Life 

Calendar will come home today 

with the youngest full time student 

in each family.  This calendar 

always provides a good “heads up” 

for special school events. The 

2017/2018 Year Calendar has been 

distributed in the back to school 

emails.  Any upcoming important 

dates are listed in the Fridge Door. 

 

 

Nut Allergy Alert 

We remind our parents that BCS is a Nut Free School.  That means NO 

nuts or products containing nuts will be consumed in the building. In 

grade 1/2, students may not have snacks with ‘may contain peanuts’ on 

the ingredient list. Please be extra careful what foods are packed in your 

lunches and what treats are brought into school for classroom parties.  

Thank you! 

 

Chocolate Sales 

Once again this year, we will be selling chocolate bars and chocolate 

covered almonds to raise money for our Student Fund. This fund covers 

bussing for sports events and plays, field trips, graduation and special 

events.  On Friday, September 8th, each family will go inside to pick up 

their chocolate at the Welcome Back BBQ.  If you will not be at the BBQ, 

the chocolate will be sent home with the students.  Please inform the 

office how many extra boxes you will take. 

Each bar sells for $2.00 and a case contains 30 totalling $60.00 per 

case.  So go tempt your friends, neighbours, relatives, work 

partners....!  It is a great fundraiser. Prizes will be announced to the 



 
 
 

 

 

  

Kindergarten 

A Note from Ms. Kuipers 

 Welcome to BCS, new and returning families! I'm so excited to begin this year with you! Kindergarten is 

a place for exploring, discovering, and growing together, and we will have a wonderful year! 

 Coming home with your children today is a letter from myself which includes the ABC's of Kindergarten. 

These are procedures and routines, some new, that  you can be aware of to help your child transition 

smoothly into the school year.  

 

 

This Week 

The first week of Kindergarten is all about establishing a safe and fun community in our classroom!  We will 

learn how to honour God at school by being respectful of others, ourselves, our classroom, and our school. 

We will learn about being safe on the bus and on the school yard. We will get excited about the ability to 

explore God's world, and build our socio-emotional skills as we get to know the friends in our class! We will 

also explore literacy and math concepts with games and other fun activities! 

Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about our families. Please send in a family picture to hang on 

our Family board by Friday. Thank you. 

Friday is the BCS BBQ! Join us for classroom visits at 5:30 and the BBQ at 6! I hope to see you there! 

 

 

 
Communications 

Each student is coming home today with a communication envelope. This belongs to them for the year. Any 

forms from the school or classroom, or notes from myself, will go home in these envelopes, as well as any 

completed work. Please check these every evening. I will check them every morning; any notes to the school 

or to me, forms, moneys, etc. that you need to send to the school can be sent in this envelope. 

Included in your child's envelope today is a personal sign up letter for our other communication device, the 

SeeSaw app! While I have used the app for documentation and assessment in the past, this year I am piloting 

the parent access feature, which I'm very excited about. This will take the place of the blog. With SeeSaw, 

the students and I can take pictures, videos, and notes of our learning, and you can view it on your device! I 

hope through this to include families even more in our learning journey! Please follow the instructions to sign 

up for your child's journal as soon as possible, so we can begin the year with this great tool. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

  

Grade 1 & Grade 2 

Memory Verse 

Psalm 139:14New International Version (NIV) 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

 

 

 

News from Ms. Russell 

 

Welcome back to BCS! I hope you had a good summer and are feeling ready to get back into the routine of 

school. I am excited about the school year ahead! There are many new things this year from changes within the 

classroom, to new curriculum and new students in our school to get to know. I will be sending home a parent 

letter attached to the fridge door with some more details along with my contact information.  

 As I sat down to go over this year’s Bible curriculum, I was encouraged by the title - God's Plan. Student's will 

be taught and reminded throughout the year that God has a plan for this world and for each of their lives and he 

is in control. Students will learn to see that the Bible is God's story. It is about God, his people and the promises 

he made. In our first unit students will be able to recall familiar Bible stories such as creation and popular Bible 

characters like Adam and Eve. Along with hearing the stories they will be introduced to the Bible as a story with 

a sequence to its events. Finally, they will learn that we study the Bible because it is God's holy word.  

            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first unit in creation studies is insects. This unit is a lot of fun! This week students will get to go outside and 

explore insects and their homes. Students will be given the opportunity to catch insects and take pictures of all 

the different ones they find. Then, as a class we will try and identify them. Students will learn to name the 3 body 

parts of an insect, the 4 lifecycle stages insects go through and how God has a plan for insects. Students will be 

able to tell ways that insects are helpful and ways they are harmful. Finally, I will invite students to choose a 

favourite insect that God made and share with the class why it is their favourite. My hope is that they will 

discover how creative our God is and that he delights in things that are unique.  

 

 
 

 

 

I hope and pray this week is a smooth transition back to school for each child. I look forward to the kickoff 

barbeque on Friday and getting to talk with many of you there.  

 



 
 
 

  

Grade 3 & Grade 4 

Math 

We will be getting our brains 

working with mental math, 

addition, subtraction, and some 

patterns. 

Welcome from Mr. Wicklam 

Welcome back to a new school year! I am very privileged, honoured, and 

excited to be teaching your children this upcoming year. My end in mind 

is to combine fun with learning which will allow for greater growth, 

academically and, most importantly, spiritually. 

7 Habits 

BCS is a Leader in Me school. 

We will be going over the 7 

habits this week to remind 

ourselves what habits help us 

be good leaders of our own 

learning and behaviour.  

 

Community Barbeque 

I hope you can come and tour 

our classroom on Friday, Sept. 8 

from 5:30 to 6 pm prior to the 

community barbecue. I am 

looking forward to meeting you! 

 

Planners and Parent Letter 

Coming home today in your child's planner is a letter to inform you of 

some important information. The planner should be signed by you on 

today's date and returned to the school. This will be a daily 

communication tool between you, your child and the teachers. We are 

partners in the learning journey that your child is on! 

 

 

Welcome from Mrs. Mackay 

I am so happy to be teaching this great group of grade 3's and 4's. We 

have 7 girls and 7 boys. We have 7 grade 3's and 7 grade 4's. How 

awesome! We welcome two new grade 3 students, Abigail Thomas and 

Athena Petracca! 

This first week back will involve setting a positive tone for learning 

together throughout the year. We will be having morning meetings to get 

to know each other and we will practice a variety of routines. We will 

learn to work together in the classroom and be successful as individuals 

in a group.   

Our school theme this year, "Living a Life of Love" will be incorporated 

into our devotions times as we consider following Jesus' command to love 

one another! 

 

 

Reading and Writing. 

This year, your child will be growing into a more confident reader and 

writer. To start the year, students will learn about picking good-fit books 

for read-to-self times and they will practice reading for sustained 

periods. They will also be brainstorming ideas for our first writing 

project: personal memoirs.   

 

Bible 

We will be looking at the first 

seven days where God made 

everything. We will be doing a 

little project associated with 

this. 

P.E. 

We will be reviewing safe 

practices and start our soccer 

unit. 



 
 
 

Welcome to a New School Year! 

 

A special welcome goes out to our new students, Isabella Petracca, and Jesse Thompson. We pray that they 

will feel warmly welcomed into our school community.  

 

The first week will be a time for us to get to know each other, learn the routines and procedures of a school 

day, and review the 7 Habits. We are anticipating great things as we develop the theme, "Live a life of love” 

and explore how we can use our gifts and talents to serve others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child has not already done so, please have him or her bring in 5 items that fit into a paper lunch bag, 

as requested by my emailed letter last week.  Students will be invited to explain how each item represents 

something about their personality.  

 

Look for the parent letter in your child’s backpack for more details about what to expect in our classroom for 

2017-2018. We hope to connect with you at the Opening BBQ on Friday night. May God bless us with a 

wonderful year!  

 

 

 

  Grade 5 & 6 



 
 
 

 

Grade 7 & 8 

Math 

In Math, we will review basic 

skills of math and find 

patterns, as we discover how 

God has intricately ordered 

numbers. At the end of this 

week will start with place 

value and find ways that 

numbers impact us every day. 

 

Bible 

We are studying the Case for Faith by Lee Strobel for the first unit in 

Bible. It will coincide with the book Pilgrim’s Progress. The six difficult 

questions of faith will be highlighted and the learners will definitely get a 

chance to ask their tough questions so we can how experience how faith 

is formed and grows. 

 

Science 

In Science, we will be introduced to a major part of this world which is 

necessary for life to exist. The Atmosphere has many layers, each with 

its own function. It is amazing how God’s design fits what we need. 

 

Grammar 

In Grammar, we will be learning about prepositions so we can find 

prepositional phrases in sentences. This makes it simple to find the 

subject and predicate of any sentence. 

 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back everyone! We have an exciting year coming up and it is my prayer that we can grow together in 

the Lord and that we encourage, nurture and be the kind of community that Jesus wants. 

Our theme this year is love based on the summary of the 10 commandments by Jesus. We are called to love God 

and to love our neighbour as ourself. We will create a class mission statement based on the acronym JOY: 

Jesus,Others and You. 

 


